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856 PALESTINE COMMISSION ON THE DISTURBANCES OF AUGUST, 1929.

23 December, 1929.]

Yossey ‘Krves.

[Continued.

Yossern Kives called and sworn,

Examined by Lord Enivicm.

Lord Erleigh: I am in a little difficulty .about
the interpreter. This witness speaks Yiddish and
mot Hebrew, but I have Dr. Joseph here, who is
a member of the English Bar and can speak Yiddish.

(Dr. Joseph interpreted the evidence.)

: Chairman: Where does this witness come from?
21,486. Lord Erleigh: Jerusalem. I think that
you are 70 yoars of age and were born in Jerusalem,
and have never left Palestine?—Yes; I have been
to Trans Jordan.
21,487. But no more extensive voyage?—No.
21,488. I want to ask you this. Do you know the
pavement in front of the Wailing Wall?—Yes.
21,489, Do you know anything. of the ecircum-
stances in which the actual paving stonos of that
pavement came to be put ther§?P—Yes.
21,490. Can you teoll us where thoso stones came
from ?P—From Bethlehem.,
" 21,491. How do you know thatP—I bought them,
not: thh my own money.
21,492. About how lomg ago was that?—DBetween
35 and 40 years ago, I cannot say definitely.
21,493. By whose orders did you buy them—I do
‘not think we need bother about details like names—
were they Jewish gentlemen or not, who ordered
. you to buy them?—They were two Jewish gentle-
1 men.
' 21,494. You said that you did not pay for them.
X .4Do you know -who did pay for those stones?P—VYes.
. 21,495. WhoP—Two persons collected the money
_from institutions. :
2w 21,496, Was one of the Institutions HaVa’ad
° HaKelaliP—Yes :
' 21,497. (To the Commission): Do you remember
.. Mr. Solomon producing in his evidence an account
" book mith some entries of this?
- .« Chairman: Yes, I do.

+-'21,498. Dord Erleigh: Were those stones ~put «

there with the permission of the Turklsh Govern-
ment?——-Yes
1 921,499. Do you “know who gave the penmssxon?——
H The ‘Pasha.
:7.21,600. Do you know his nameP—About that time
" the Pashas were being changed. One Pasha was
here for a long time but he was changed and a new
" one came,

21,611, Mr. Silley: What was your business at
hat time?—I was beadle of the Burial Society.
21,512. How long ago was that?P—I cannot say
exnctly, it was about 85 or 40 years ago.

' 21,618.. Chairman: He was a Shammas?P—Yes,
21,614. Mr. Silleyy Were you on intimate terms
with the PnshaP—Ng, but Mr. Isaac Makare was.

21,501. Was he present when permission was
given P—Yes,

21,502. To whom was it given?—It was at the
Municipality that permission was given to the two
Jews.

21,503. What was the condition of the ground in
front of the Wall which made repaving necessary?—
The strects round there were paved with tiles. They
were bad tiles, and then the Municipality of Jeru-
salem was paving its streets. They would take up
the old tiles and arrange canals for sewerage and
cover them, and then repave the street. This was
taking effect for a long time until one night we
came down to the Wailing Wall and we saw all
these tiles up and the canals boing made for
soworago, and dirty walor was passing through.

21,604. That was at tho pavement, was itP—In
the middle of the pavement.

21,605. Now did you report that to anybody?—
I informed a gentleman named Rabinovitch.

21,606. And that is how permission cams to -be
obtained for a new pavement to be put there?—VYes.

21,607. Was most of the town being ropaved with
small stones?—Yes, tho othor streets were being
repaved with small stones.

21,508. This was repaved with large stones, as
we can seeP—Yes,

21,609. Is that why the Jewish community had
to pay themselves instead of the Turkish Govern-
ment paying for the large instead of the small
stones?

Chairman: I thought you meant the rest of thaf
particular district, the Wakf,

Lord Erleigh: T was only concerning myself with
the Wailing Wall pavement.

Chairman: Would that be the Government? If
it was private property of the Moslems, they would
probably be doing it themselves.

Lord Frleigh: For this purpose the only point is
who paid for this.

Chairman: You said ‘‘instead of being paid for
by the Turkish Government.”” It may not have

"been the Turkish Government.

21,5610. Lord Erleigh: No, it may not have been.
Was the reason why the Jewish gentlemen collected
money for paving stones that if thoy wanted big
paving stones you had to pay for them yourselves?
—DBecause they had opened up these sewerage canals.

Cross-examined by Mr, Broey.

21,615. Did it take two days to get the permis-
sion P—Naturally it took several days.

21,616. You do not know, of course, what the
Pasha didP—He sigried the order to the Munici-
pality.

Mr, Preedy: I have no questions.

¢

(The Witness withdrew.)
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TRARSL.TION FROM HEBREW.

. ¢ i
¥r. Mordecai Solomon infoms us as follows: -

In a pamphlet entitled wShemesh Sedakeh", being the
finamial statement of the Supreme Committee of the Kolelim in
Jerusalem for the iear 5655 (1894-95) there is an entry for a
gpam of ..... (equivalent to 10 Napoleons) for the repair
of t}‘m Weiling Wall pavement. The amount in question is algo
recorded in the account books of this institutionm: the ledger,
the journal, ete. A

An o0ld Jew by the name of Yossel Kives (Joseph b.Akiba

. 'Goldsohmidt) tells the story of this entry. In the year
referred to above, the Moghra}:i neighbours of the Wailing Wall
wanted to dig a.-oesspit in ‘sh? area of the pavement. On his
yisit to the Wall on a F‘riday:he ew them at work and went and
apprised Reb Zalman ben Nahum, & public figure of the Jewish
commuity in Jai-usalem, end Reb vishak Rokach. These dwo
.gentlemen went to see the then Mayor (selim Effendi) who pro=
hibited the digeging of the oe?syit. and the square in frong of

the wall was paved at the exponse of the Jews. The funds, which

come to a considerable amount were collected by the aforemention-

ed Reb Zalman. Th; Supreme Cpmmittee of the Kolelim contri-
buted 10 Napeleons, :

A number of Jews still 1iving in Jerusalem remember the
ciroumstences very wellj for example, Reb Israel Mordecai amd
Reb Alter Hishnitzky, pat Reb Yossel Kives was actively engaged
jn this matter, end such details as the exact number of
whalotes" (flagstones) he purchased and the name of the parties
from whom he purchased them are st111l preserved in ‘his books.

It is suggesbed that our Counsell be advised of these
facte and Joseph Xives be summoned Ho glive svidence before the

Gommission of Engulry.
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